THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEST LINCOLN
SPECIAL COUNCIL AGENDA
MEETING NO. NINE
Tuesday, June 16, 2020, 11:00 a.m.
Township Administration Building
318 Canborough Street, Smithville, Ontario
***NOTE TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: **Due to efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19 and
to protect all individuals, the Council Chamber will not be open to the public to attend Council
meetings until further notice.**
Public Comments: The public may submit comments for matters that are on the agenda to
jscime@westlincoln.ca by June 15, 2020 before 4:30 pm. Please specify if you want your
comments read into the public record or if they are only to be circulated to Members of Council for
their information. The meeting will be recorded and available on the Township’s website within 48
hours of the meeting.
Pages
1.

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND/OR CONFLICT OF
INTEREST

2.

REQUEST TO ADDRESS ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
NOTE: Requests to address items on the agenda are restricted to specific items
as follows per Section 6.7 of the Procedural By-law:
6.7 Public Comment at Council:
There shall be no comments from the public permitted at Council unless:
(a) a specific appointment has been scheduled; or,
(b) an item is included under the “Other Business” or “Communications” or
“Appointments” section of the agenda and relates to a matter which would
normally be dealt with at Committee.
Chair to inquire if there are any members of the public present who wish to
address a specific item on the agenda as permitted by Section 6.7 of the
Procedural By-law.

3.

APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS
3.1

Enzo De Divitiis, Chairperson 2020/2021 Pride Niagara Board of
Directors
Re: Pride Niagara Request
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SPECIAL COUNCIL - JUNE 16, 2020
Moved By Councillor Christopher Coady
That, the correspondence received from Enzo De Divitiis, Chairperson
2020/2021, Pride Niagara Board of Directors, dated June 10, 2020
requesting the Township of West Lincoln to:

1.

Raise the Pride Niagara flag on Tuesday, June 1, 2021; and,

2.

That, the Township share some time of virtual
communication/message on their social media and provide the
same for Pride Niagara to share explaining that the Township
wanted to be a part of the celebration of equality with Niagara's
LGBTQ+ community and that there was a miscommunication
and plans are in effect for next year to which would be signed on
behalf of the Township of West Lincoln Mayor and Council;

be received and ......
4.

OTHER BUSINESS
4.1

5.

Councillor William Reilly
Re: Pride Niagara Communications & West Lincoln 2020 flag raising
FOR DISCUSSION

ADJOURNMENT
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On Jun 10, 2020, at 5:32 PM, Pride Niagara Chair <chair@prideniagara.com> wrote to
Joanne Scime, Clerk, Township of West Lincoln:
Good morning,
I hope you are staying safe, healthy, and connected during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
and physical distancing. Could you please ensure that the following email is forwarded to
Mayor Bylsma and all Members of Council for consideration.
This email is regarding our attempts to contact The Township of West Lincoln regarding Pride
2020 to both dbylsma@westlincoln.ca and albert.witteveen@niagararegion.ca.
Officials from the Township of West Lincoln have since reached out to Pride Niagara and
apologized for the confusion. We understand that there was a miscommunication and the
township did not receive the email requests and we appreciate the apology.
Considering this confusion, ongoing pandemic, and policy timeline of requests we would like
to request the following.
1. Make our flag raising request for Tuesday June 1, 2021
2. We ask that the Township of West Lincoln share some time of virtual communication/
message on their social media and provide the same for Pride Niagara to share
explaining that the township wanted to be a part of the celebration of equality with
Niagara's LGBTQ+ community, there was a miscommunication and plans are in effect
for next year. Signed on behalf of the Township of West Lincoln Mayor and Council.
Pride Niagara focuses on the acknowledgement and accountability of our community with our
allies, and we want to ensure to the community that The Township of West Lincoln followed
up on both.
Celebrating and acknowledging Niagara Regions diverse communities is a partnership. Pride
Niagara board members consists of individuals from our LGBTQ+ community representing
our community. The board of directors takes great pride in this initiative, however the
responsibility to represent all our communities equally is shared by each municipality.
We sincerely would love to work together and have not only pride, but equality celebrated
across Niagara. We hope our two requests are appreciated and accepted.
Enzo De Divitiis
Happy Pride!
With advance gratitude
Enzo De Divitiis
Chairperson 2020/2021
Pride Niagara Board of Directors
chair@prideniagara.com
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Enzo De Divitiis
Chair
Pride Niagara
4 Queen Street
St. Catharines
L2R 3B0
RE: LGBTQ2+ Community Capacity Fund Letter of Support – Pride
Niagara
Dear Enzo,
I am happy to offer this letter of support on behalf of [organization].
We have been able to watch Pride Niagara through your leadership grow
over the past ten years from a grassroots initiative organized by a few
members of the LGBTQ2 community to becoming Niagara’s leading voice for
LGBTQ2 issues in Niagara.
I understand the core objective of this project will be to ensure the longterm viability of Pride Niagara through a concerted effort to institutionalize
our managerial and operational processes. Moreover, Pride will work to
create new, and build upon existing, partnerships across Niagara. We are
very hopeful that Pride Niagara will be successful in this funding application
as the leadership Pride Niagara provides our community is vital.
I am confident that through this funding Pride Niagara will continue to grow
its capacity to serve the LGBTQ2 community in Niagara and continue to
support all of Niagara’s 12 municipalities and school boards in furthering
their sense of inclusion and diversity.
In closing, on behalf of [ORGANIZATION], please accept this letter of
support to Pride Niagara in their application for the LGBTQ2+ community
capacity fund. We know that Pride Niagara will continue to faithfully
represent the LGBTQ2+ community in Niagara as they expand and grow
through the support of this initiative, and we look forward to continuing to
work with them.
Sincerely,
Name
Job Title
Business
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